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Courts and required those who imported them to re-export them when their contract expired. The Government replied that similar provisions were to be found in other ordinances sanctioned by other Governments, Liberal as well as Conservative, and that in any case the Chinaman, if he entered into such a contract, would do so voluntarily, knowing the conditions. Lawyers exercised their ingenuity in finding distinctions between the proposed ordinances and previous ordinances, and Asquith was strong on the point that, whereas the previous ordinances confined themselves to securing the execution of the contract between labourer and employer, this one " sought deliberately to prevent the labourer from getting into free contact or communication with the community and to keep him in a situation which no Government had ever ventured, or ever would venture, to keep any subject of the King, however humble he might be or from whatever quarter of the Empire he might come." The great majority cared for none of these distinctions. They said if the previous ordinances contained similar provisions so much the worse for them; it was time all such ordinances were ended and it was outrageous that the British effort in South Africa should end in a large importation of " Chinese slaves " into the TransvaaL
A Heated Campaign
Tempers rose to a high pitch on both sides,  and Mr.           |
Lyttelton, the Colonial Secretary, one of the gentlest of men,           j
was dressed up in a pigtail and presented on posters as a           I
Chinese slave-driver, with a procession of manacled coolies           I
behind him.    The Government protested that it was the            \
victim of a malicious propaganda and it had good ground for complaining of the excesses committed in the course of this           I
campaign.  But it had challenged something vital in the public            |
consciousness, and mingled with the party spirit which grasps            |
at electioneering good things, there was a very genuine feeling            |
tibat it had lost touch with the fundamental regard for liberty            1
expected from British statesmen. The Unionist regime seemed            1
suddenly to have come to its climax on Chinese labour.   In             J
their Education Bill, their Licensing Bill, their attack on Free             {
Trade, and now finally in this Chinese ordinance, Ministers in the space of tHtee years seemed to have challenged every
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